COMMISSIONER PROCEEDINGS
March 31, 2020
The Roberts County Commissioners met in regular session with Don Carlson, Dennis
Jensen, Faye Johnston, Tim Zempel and Tom Vergeldt present. Chairman Jensen presiding.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
Motion by Vergedlt, seconded by Johnston to approve the agenda as presented and the
minutes from March 24, 2020 and special meeting from March 27, 2020. Motion carried.
PUBLIC COMMENT
Jensen called for public comment. Jensen discussed City of Sisseton special meeting
was held regarding the City Resolution that was adopted regarding COVID-19.
4-H EXTENSION
Tracey Lehrke and Jill Pistorius teleconferenced in to discuss the rental of the 4-H
Building. After discussion, it was decided not to rent the 4-H building out at this time
due to COVID-19.
STATES ATTORNEY
Kay Nikolas met with Commissioners and discussed appeal process for equalization.
Nikolas discussed upcoming court schedule.
GOVERNOR NOEM
Commissioners listened to part of Governor Noem’s teleconference.
HIGHWAY/DIRECTOR OF EQUALIZATION
Pat Stickland and Shari Gamber met with Commissioners and discussion took place
regarding the Haul Road Agreement for the wind towers. After discussion, if Gamber has
questions from wind tower company, she will forward to highway department.
Gamber discussed procedure to use for equalization appeals. Gamber will be hiring
temporary help.
HIGHWAY
Stickland discussed advertising for bids for shingles or tin on the Summit shop.
SHERIFF
Barry Hillestad met with Commissioners and discussed total inmates 41.
Hillestad discussed COVID-19 procedures for employees at the jail/Sheriff
Department.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
Motion by Zempel, seconded by Vergeldt to convene into Executive Session pursuant to
SDCL 1-25-2(1) to discuss personnel at 11:42. Motion carried. Jensen declared meeting
back into regular session at 11.54.
RESOLUTION 2020-12
Motion by Vergeldt, seconded by Carlson to adopt Resolutions 2020-12. Roll call
vote called by Sattler/Carlson-aye, Johnston-aye, Vergeldt-aye, Zempel-aye, Jensen-aye.
Motion carried.
ROBERTS COUNTY RESOLUTION NO. 2020-12
AN EMERGENCY RESOLUTION TO ADDRESS A PUBLIC HEALTH CRISIS BY IMPLEMENTING CERTAIN
MEASURES WHICH HAVE BEEN DEEMED NECESSARY TO SLOW THE COMMUNITY SPREAD OF CORONAVIRUS
(COVID-19).
WHEREAS, the Roberts County Commission has the authority to pass Resolutions, per
SDCL§7-8-20 (8) and (10), for the purpose of promoting the health, safety, morals and
general welfare, of the community and the promotion of health and the suppression of
disease; and
WHEREAS, an outbreak of the disease COVID-19, which is caused by the novel
coronavirus, has been confirmed in more than 100 countries, including the United States;
and
WHEREAS, COVID-19 is a severe respiratory disease transmitted by person-to-person
contact, or by contact with surfaces contaminated by the virus. In some cases, especially
among older adults and persons with serious underlying health conditions, COVID-19 can
result in serious illness requiring hospitalization, admission to an intensive care
unit, and death; and
WHEREAS, the World Health Organization (WHO), the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), and the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
have declared the outbreak of COVID-19 as a public health emergency; and
WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, the President of the United States declared a national
emergency in response to the global pandemic of COVID-19; and
WHEREAS, on the same day, Governor Kristi Noem, issued Executive Order 2020-04
which declared a state of emergency to exist in the State of South Dakota in response to
the spread of COVID-19; and
WHEREAS, a case of COVID-19 has been confirmed in thirty counties in South Dakota; and

WHEREAS, the CDC and health experts have recommended social distancing to slow the
spread of COVID-19; and
WHEREAS, social distancing is a method of slowing down or stopping the spread of a
contagious disease by reducing the probability of contact between infected persons and
those not infected in order to minimize disease transmission; and
WHEREAS, in response to the need to implement social distancing all schools in the
state have been closed until May 1, 2020; and
WHEREAS, on March 16th, 2020, the White House issued guidance recommending that
social gatherings of more than ten people be avoided and that people avoid eating or
drinking at bars, restaurants, and food courts; and
WHEREAS, the guidance issued by the White House further recommended that in states
with evidence of community transmission, bars, restaurants, food courts, gyms, and other
indoor and outdoor venues where people congregate should be closed; and
WHEREAS, many states and communities across the country have already implemented
the White House recommendations by ordering all bars, restaurants, food courts, gyms, and
other indoor and outdoor venues where people congregate be closed until the public
health emergency is over; and
WHEREAS, the failure to successfully implement social distancing will likely result
in higher numbers of infected individuals and has the potential to overwhelm the
capacity of the County’s health care providers; and
WHEREAS, it is important that control measures be taken to reduce or slow down the
spread of COVID-19 in order to protect the health and safety of the County’s residents,
especially for seniors and those with underlying health conditions that make them
particularly vulnerable to COVID-19.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Roberts County Commission that:

1. Effective at 12:01 on April 1, 2020, all Roberts County Facilities (described in

number 3 below) are closed to the general public. County and Unified Judicial
System offices will continue to operate and conduct business by mail, email,
online, by phone or by arranging to work face-to-face/in person on a case-by-case
basis. (SDCL 6-1-18)

2. Effective immediately, in cases when a member(s) of the public displays symptoms of
COVID-19, as specified by the South Dakota Department of Health, the County offices
are directed to refuse face-to-face/in person service and encourage the
individual(s) to seek medical attention as specified by public health authorities.

3. Effective at 12:01 a.m. on April 1, 2020, all restaurants, bars, wineries, clubs,

cafes and other similar places of public accommodation offering food or beverages
for on-site consumption, including any alcohol licensees with on-sale privileges,
are closed to on-site/on-sale patrons. These businesses may continue to operate in
order to provide take-out, delivery, curbside service, drive-thru service. Any
business continuing to operate in order to provide off-site service should implement
procedures to ensure social distancing and operate in compliance with federal and
state health guidance in order to prevent the spread of COVID-19.

4. Effective at 12:01 a.m. on April 1, 2020, all recreational facilities and music or
entertainment venues are directed to close and cease operations.

5. Effective at 12:01 a.m. on April 1, 2020, all hookah lounges, cigar bars, vaping
lounges or other similar business which allow for on-site consumption are directed to
cease allowing on-site consumption, but may continue to offer products for sale to
consume off-site under the same conditions as bars and restaurants outlined in
paragraph #1.

6. Effective at 12:01 a.m. on April 1, 2020, all arcades, bingo halls, bowling alleys,

skating rinks, and other similar recreational or entertainment facilities are directed
to close and cease operations.

7. The prohibitions and closures in this order do not apply to the following businesses:

a. Places of public accommodation that offer food and beverages for off-site
consumption, including grocery stores, markets, retail stores that offer
food, convenience stores, pharmacies, drug stores, and food pantries, other
than any portion of such business which would be subject to the requirements
of paragraph #1.
b. Room service in hotels.
c. Health care facilities, residential care facilities, congregate care
facilities, and correctional facilities.
d. Crisis shelters, homeless shelters, soup kitchens, or other similar
institutions.
e. Airport concessionaires.
f. Any emergency facilities necessary for the response to the current public
health emergency or any other community emergency or disaster.
g. Any Incorporated municipality; they are self-regulated.
8. This Resolution shall remain in effect until such time as it is amended or repealed.
9. Any violation of this Resolution is subject to the general penalty provision in SDCL 718A-32. Each day a violation of this Resolution is allowed to occur is considered a
separate offense.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution is necessary for the immediate preservation
of the public peace, health, safety, and welfare of Roberts County and shall become
effective at 12:01 a.m. on April 1, 2020.
Dated this 31st day of March, 2020.
ATTEST: Dawn Sattler-Auditor
Dennis Jensen-Commissioner Chairman
CLAIMS
Motion by Zempel, seconded by Johnston to pay the following claims-motion carried:
PAYROLL-COMMISSIONERS-7,079.25; AUDITOR-8,966.44; TREASURER-11,602.04; STATES ATTORNEY14,973.53; GOV BLDG-4,744.06; DIR OF EQUAL-11,687.50; REG OF DEEDS-7,832.59; VETERAN
SERVICE-2,750.61; SHERIFF-26,380.30; JAIL-71,136.26; DISPATCHERS-22,177.13; NURSE3,390.02; WIC-3,826.84; EXTENSION-3,680.95; ROAD & BRIDGE-26,502.35; 911 TELEPHONE10,194.58; EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT-901.20; 24/7-3,045.64; LANDFILL-9,795.68; GRAND TOTAL250,666.97; Longevity raise-Kasey Flute 6 mo 14.51-15.01; Logan Roehr 1 yr 14.48-15.01,
Curtis White 12 yr 15.70-15.95.
ADJOURN
Motion by Johnston, seconded by Carlson to adjourn until April 7, 2020. Motion
carried. Adjourned at 12:05.

